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Dementia has different causes

Alzheimer’s disease Vascular dementia

DEMENTIA

Frontotemporal dementia Lewy Body dementia
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Frontotemporal dementia - the basics
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S S - Neurodegeneration affects
‘ frontal and temporal lobes

- Affects behaviour and language

tomporalobe I - Previously known as ‘Pick’s
disease’

Arnold Pick
(1851-1924)

« Second most common cause of
dementia <65 yrs

» 20,000 people with FTD in UK
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Frontotemporal dementia - the basics

temporal lobe

Primary Progressive
Aphasia (PPA)
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Sehavioural variant F1D Disorders

- Susan - 55 year ol/d taxi driver
- Careless a/r/\//nﬁ , road rage ‘

- S/ngfnﬂ in public

- Disinterested in others

- Obsessive Swudoku

" Lating chocoldte biscuds

- Mother died of MND

Slowly progressive changes in behaviour
Often misdiagnosed initially

Family history is common

Motor features (MND, parkinsonism) common
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- Tohn - s5¢ vear o/d enﬁz‘neer
T4 Years progres Sive /angaage proé/emé
- £ na//ng eoords
" wnderstanding speech
- reCOgn/S /'/73 oé/'ecz‘ S/ pecple
* No difficulties driving or doing Finances

Progressive loss of ‘semantic’ knowledge
Memory for events and navigation OK
Left temporal lobe of the brain

Changes in behaviour come later
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2rogressive non-fluent aphasia

- Margarez‘ " 6s year ol/d

" 3 Years /9/‘03/-&55/\/3 proé/emé 3
- Spea(/ng /s " hard work
© puSpronuUnciation of words
© Shorler Sentences

- Ot erwiSe Comp/ eZe/l (Vi /na/epena/enf

Progressive speech difficulty
Understanding of speech OK
Left hemisphere damage
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Frontotemporal dementia - the basics

temporal lobe

Primary Progressive
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What causes FTD" Disorders

Frontotemporal dementia

«— 3D —>

-— onavioural variant F 1D =———
40% 50% 5-10%
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(Genetics

Behavioural variant FTD
* 1in 10 cases is clearly familial
« 3 key genetic mutations identified:
« Chromosome 17: Tau (MAPT): <65 yrs at onset
« Chromosome 17: Progranulin (GRN): often >65 yrs at onset

« Chromosome 9: C90RF72 expansion

« C90RF72 especially in FTD-MND cases
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Summary

FTD is a common cause of younger-onset dementia

Diagnosis can be difficult

Patients and carers have specific needs

Recent advances in FTD research uncovering neurodegeneration pathways

chris.butler@ndcn.ox.ac.uk




